Looking 
ahead to 
summer at 
the 1992 
Great 
Alaska 
sportsman 
Show 


Lights, 


Camera, 


action! 


National Outdoor Television Show to 
spotlight BLM’s Scenic Steese/White 


Mountains District 


A film crew from “The Great American Outdoors” program examines a moose 
newly fitted with a radio collar tracking device. The crew filmed BLM's habitat 
management and recreation efforts in the Steese/White Mountains District. 


by Dave Vickery 


A national television audience 
will be treated to several BLM 
Alaska armchair travelogs some- 
time next winter. 

A television production crew 
from “The Great American Out- 
doors” program came to Alaska in 
late March to videotape several 
shows featuring the White 
Mountains National Recreation 
Area and Steese National Con- 
servation Area. 

The national outdoors oriented 
program is seen each Saturday 
on The Nashville Network (TNN) 
by an audience of between six 
and eight million people. 

Executives from the production 
company became interested in 
BLM managed lands in Alaska 


after members of the Times- 
Mirror Conservation Council 
visited the state last summer, and 
viewed areas on the Seward 
Peninsula. After their visit, they 
talked with Ron Shearer, host of 
“The Great American Outdoors,” 
who expressed interest in 
videotaping shows with BLM. 

Winter recreation, along with 
resource management, were two 
primary topics of interest for the 
producers. After discussions, 
they decided to visit the one- 
million-acre White Mountains 
National Recreation Area in 
BLM's Steese/White Mountains 
District to see the cabin and 
winter trail program, along with 
the complex and striking 
geological resources found there. 

The crew also examined the 
Steese National Conservation 
Area, a 1.2-million-acre area set 
aside by Congress to preserve 
wild and scenic qualities of Birch 
Creek, and to protect crucial 
caribou calving grounds and Dall 
sheep habitat. 

The film crew established a 
main camp at the Windy Gap 


Left to right: BLM ranger Randy Tracy, 
Director Jamison, and Steese/ White 
Associate District Manager Jack Mellor. 
(Photos by Dave Vickery) 


Director Cy Jamison joins members of 
the film crew for an on-the-ground look 
at BLM’s recreation program in the 
Steese/White Mountains District. 
(Photo by Ed Spang) 


cabin, which provides a stunning 
visual setting with the dramatic 
limestone peaks and ridges. The 
crew spent 3 days on the winter 
trail system gathering material for 
their production. 

An added feature during the 
time they were in the popular 
area was the dedication of the 
final trail segment by Director 
Jamison. “Having this area 
available to the public is one 
important part of BLM’s 
recreation program,” Jamison 
said. “The trail and cabin system 
in the White Mountains are 
wonderful additions to the long 
list of opportunities for people to 
enjoy public lands.” 

After the crew completed work 
in the White Mountains area, 
they moved to the Steese National 
Conservation Area. BLM biologist 
Winston Hobgood was involved 
with the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game in radio collaring 
work with caribou, moose and 
wolves. The crew filmed part of 
this activity, and plan to devote 
one of their programs to BLM 
habitat management efforts. 

Following editing and post- 
production, the programs are 
expected to be aired in January 
or February of 1993. 
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Larry Peterson of Support Services puts the finishing touches on a portable 
fuel containment dike to be used during small refueling operations. 


by Ella Wright 


M | 
O e e M Q Past and present surveying tools ranging from an antique solar 


compass to a high-tech laser-controlled total station were part of the 


Ge O nfe re N) Cc os 1992 Surveying and Mapping Conference held in Anchorage March 30 


through April 3. 
Mi ; Th BLM land surveyor Mike Birtles was chairperson for the 27th annual 
4(£@) is eC conference. Birtles also served as master of ceremonies for the 


keynote luncheon. 
C) | eo e| N e Th = Birtles coordinated the events, but says he had “a conference staff 
who did the work.” Assistant conference chairperson was biologist 
Dayle Sherba. Other BLM conference staff members were land 
N Cw surveyor John Sroufe, program chairperson; land surveyor Fabio 
Ferruzzi, conference sponsorships; carto technician Georgina White, 
audiovisuals and sign 
coordinator; and land surveyors 
Phil Wilkins and Diane Nelson, 
registration chairpersons. 

Professionals in the division of 

cadastral survey find a 
ALASKA: subuey ine a; * comfortable niche each year with 

wad | fe other federal, state and private 
MAPPING CONFERENCE nee industry colleagues at the 
conference. Jerry Pinkerton, 
Survey Preparation and Contracts 
branch chief, says he’s attended 
the conferences since 1974. He 
says the event is “a premier 
surveying conference for the area, 
especially in our discipline. I 
attend the technical sessions. I 
learn about new technological 
projects, work our private and 
state counterparts are doing, and 
the latest technology vendors 
have on display.” 

Other BLMers also helped make 
the event a success. Land 
surveyor Mike Beale, with a little 
help from friends, designed and 
constructed BLM’s “Surveying 
History in Alaska” exhibit. The 
display was a favorite of many 
spectators, surveyors and 
engineers who examined and 
reminisced about the old transits, 
sie ee compasses and maps. 

PR Piso es Some 500 people attended this 
year’s conference. The conference 


The crew who made it happen— Top row: Malcolm McCone, Phil Wilkins and 


Tom Eidel. Center row: Mike Beale, Dayle Sherba, Mike Eldridge and Fred pies SIUC Sata ay the An 
Maestas. Bottom row: Georgina White, Diane Nelson, Mike Birtles and Mary Congress on Surveying and 
Hartel. (Photo by Ella Wright) Mapping, Alaska Section; the 


American Society for Photo- 
grammetry and Remote Sensing, Alaska Region; the Alaska Society of 
Professional Land Surveyors; and the Urban and Regional Information 
Systems Association, Alaska Chapter Twenty-nine surveying, archi- 
tectural and engineering firms contributed time, money and support 
for the event. 
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Davies Has Sights on the Stars... 


Douglas Davies, 1992 Survey- 
ing and Mapping Conference 
keynote speaker, says the con- 
troversy about the success or 
failure of Robert E. Peary’s 1909 
expedition to the North Pole has 
sparked renewed interest in 
“celestial navigation.” On March 
30, Davies gave his noon-day 
audience a general overview and 
history of celestial navigation. 

“Surveying and celestial 
navigation relate to each other 
because surveyors use the sun 
and stars in the calculations and 
methods related to defining 
specific points.” 

Young Davies and his father 


Rear Admiral Thomas Davies 
developed a system of sight 
reduction and star identification 
called the “assumed altitude 
method.” According to Birtles, 
surveyors or navigators use this 
system to determine latitude and 
longtitude. Using mathematical 
calculations and algebraic 
formulas, they reduce the 
measurement taken at the point 
where they sight the sun. 

Davies says the altitude of the 
sun in photographs of the Peary 
expedition was where it would 
have to be if Peary was really at 
the pole. Measuring the angle of 
the sun to the horizon in the 


Then and Now— 


Above: Land surveyor Lester Fischer 
explains the features of the W. & L.E. 
Gurley transit with solar attachment 
(circa 1950) for land surveyor Mike 


Eldridge. 


Left: Land surveyor Rich Bidasolo 
examines a section of a 50-year-old 
bearing tree used to mark survey 
points. The display also featured a 
variety of monument pipes from past 
to present. 


(Photos by Pam Eldridge) 


photo, Davies says, proves that 
Peary’s North Pole expedition was 
not a hoax. 


Keynote speaker Douglas Davies (left) 
and conference chairperson Mike 
Birtles. (Photo by Ella Wright) 


TQM: Public Service at tts Best 


by Lois Simenson 


TQM became a household word 
in the Public Services section last 
fall when the staff formed a TQM 
process action team to improve 
the way we do business with the 
rest of BLM, outside agencies, 
and the general public. 

Ron Smith of Human Resources 
facilitated our weekly TQM meet- 
ings, and continues to work with 
our process action team. He’s 
done a tremendous job of guiding 
the group through this process. 

The first several months of the 
process culminated in a week- 
long teambuilding session led by 
Ron during the week of March 
23-27. The Division of Convey- 
ances generously contributed 
their time and personnel to fill in 
for our staff and keep the doors 
open to the public during that 
week. 

Our team incorporates the BLM 
teambuilding concept into the 
TQM process. The staff relies 


heavily on the teamwork concept 
in our day-to-day operation. 
There’s a lot of give and take each 
day between the team members. 

Romie Clark of the Public 
Services Technical Information 
Unit feels that teambuilding and 
the TQM process are critical to 
good customer service: 

“I think the teambuilding 
process and TQM are both good 
tools to help us provide improved 
service to the public. The team- 
building sessions provide a forum 
for us to improve interpersonal 
communication skills and 
relationships.” 

Team member Alex Mitchell 
sums up his feelings about 
incorporating the TQM philoso- 
phy into the way the office does 
business: 

“TQM makes you think, change, 
listen and create new ideas. It’s 
ironic that Japan used a philoso- 
phy developed by an American to 


get to the top, although it took 
forty years for them to doit. Now 
America is getting on the band- 
wagon. Will it take us forty years 


to get back on top? I don’t 
think so. It only takes pride 
and dedication.” 

The diversity of the Public 
Services Team is an asset to the 
overall Branch of Land Office 
Services program. There is a 
wide range of experience levels 
and cultural mixes, but the team 
shares one vision of excellence. 

The service business is a 
demanding one. Combined with 
harried schedules, customers 


All in a day’s work— 
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WO WMAP 
_ WLARELE 
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expecting timely, professional and 
efficient service, and ever im- 
pending workloads, the staff is 
under constant pressure to 
perform well. 

The teambuilding session 
emphasized three simple ingredi- 
ents necessary for teamwork 
success: trust, courtesy and 
respect. TQM shows that it’s 
possible to improve work quality 
by practicing these basic guide- 
lines. For us, it’s working. 


Above: Public Services contact representative Matthew Lee helps 4-year-old 
Laura Theresa select a book from the new Alaska Natural History Association 
book display. (Photo by Teresa McPherson) 

Center: Team leader Lois Simonson kicks off a discussion during the staffs 
recent TQM teambuilding session. (Photo by Teresa McPherson) 

Lower left: Contact representative Thursa Hayward helps a visitor find the 
land status information he needs. (Photo by Ed Bovy) 


Did you know— 


New things are happening 


in the Public Room! _ 


_ Under an ae as with 


Asso. (ANHA), we now feature 
a bookshelf display sporting 
books and maps for sale. The 
selections include topics. 
ranging from Alaskan wild- 
flowers to minerals to wilder- 
ness opportunities. Public 

2 Services began the bookstore 
_ operation: in September 1991. 


_ brisk. The proceeds are used 
_by BLM and AN HA for educa- 
= Uonal purposes. 


|The road and recreation 


maps are especially popular 
now, with summer just 
around the comer. 


map for that Kenai fishing 


trip or information about 
wilderness hiking trails? 
Come visit the PockStor | in 
Public Services, : 


| Another option that’s been 
added to our _ of services 


the acceptance of credit 


cards. VISA and Mastercard 
are now accepted for the 
_ purchase of Master Title 
‘Plats, data from computer 
and microfiche, and casefile 
record copies, as well as state 
selection applications and the 
recordation of mining docu- 
ments. es 

The Public Room has also 
added FAX service to expedite 
requests for land and mineral 


records information from 


outside customers. To FAX 

requests for information from 

Public Services, LJ) 
pee 


call (907) 271- ut 
3684. 
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Heath Takes BLM Helm at Joint Pipeline Office 


by Teresa McPherson 


BLM civil engineer Nolan Heath 
was recently selected pipeline 
corridor officer for BLM at the 
Joint Pipeline Office in 
Anchorage. 

Heath has been with the pipe- 
line office since 1990. He 
previously worked for the De- 
partment of Defense at Elmendorf 
Air Force Base, and later with 
ENSTAR Natural Gas Company 
before coming to BLM’s Branch of 


Pipeline Monitoring in December 
1990. He holds a Master’s degree 
in mechanical engineering. 

While Heath is pleased with his 
selection as new federal coordi- 
nator, he admits the job has its 
challenges. 

“As new issues develop—and 
they will!—the challenge will be to 
bring those issues into focus and 
deal with them in a joint forum 
with the state. 


Nolan Heath, newly appointed pipeline corridor officer at the Joint Pipeline 
Office, shares a light moment with co-worker Jan Hopster. (Photo by Pam 


Eldridge) 


: On n April 3 3 State » Director Ed Sp rig 


ae Anohordoe jo ie lene 
additional resort acreage. ‘After the - 


land is surveyed, it can be formally 
transferred to the Municipality. — 

Left to right: SD Spang, Alaska — 
Department of Natural Resources _ 

_ Commissioner Harold Heinze, and — 
Anchorage Mayor Tom Fink. ae 


“Our job here is usually under a 
public spotlight,” Heath added. 
“But given the importance of safe 
and continued production of oil 
from the North Slope, it’s 
understandable.” 

The staff of the Joint Pipeline 
Office know that ongoing public 
scrutiny is something that comes 
with oversight of a vital resource 
like oil, which affects both 
economy and jobs not only in 
Alaska but the entire nation. 


Did you know 


The joint Federal-State Pipeline 
Office opened in July 1990 to 
coordinate the administration 
and oversight of pipeline con- 
struction, operation and main- 
tenance. Heath serves as the 
federal coordinator, and Jerry 
Brossia of the Alaska Department 
of Natural Resources is the state 
coordinator. 

The office, manned by a staff of 
45 federal and state employees, 
administers federal right-of-way 
grants and state right-of-way 
leases. The office would also 
serve as a focal point for response 
in the event of a crisis involving 
the pipeline. 


Ridinger Joins BLM's Tok Crew 


by Sharon Durgan Wilson 


“I knew when I read the job 
responsibilities it was the perfect 
job for me,” said Don Ridinger, 
newly hired maintenance worker 
for the Tok Field Office. An 
outdoors person who has hunted 
and fished in the Fortymile area 
for years, Ridinger is looking 
forward to his many and varied 
responsibilities. 

“After as many years of 
maintenance work as I've had,” 
Ridinger said, “if I can’t fix it, I 
sure know how to find someone 
who can.” 

Ridinger retired from a main- 
tenance career with the U.S. 
Army in 1970. His maintenance 
expertise was then put to good 
use for the state of Alaska until 


1979. “I traveled all over the state 
on maintenance jobs, especially in 
outlying, rural areas and in 
villages. I would visit the site, 
estimate what was needed to 
repair the problem, order the 
materials, and either fix it myself 
or oversee the work being done.” 

Retiring again in 1987, Ridinger 
found himself in demand by 
Westmark Hotels, and spent two 
years traveling the hotel chain as 
chief maintenance engineer. 
“Finding this job with BLM, which 
is not only right up my alley, but 
is six to eight months a year, 
means that I can really retire—at 
least part of the year.” 

Ridinger will be responsible for 
the maintenance of three camp- 


Ridinger discusses the renovation of a trailer to make it a three-bedroom unit that will provide living quarters for BLM 
employees at the Chicken Field Station. (Photo by Dan Gullickson) 


grounds, the Chicken Field 
Station, the Tok housing and the 
BLM facilities at Fort Egbert, in 
Eagle, Alaska. “Photography is 
one of my hobbies,” Ridinger 
says. “I plan to develop it a lot 
around Fort Egbert and the 
beauty of the Fortymile country. 

“I'm also looking forward to 
meeting the people of Eagle,” 
Ridinger added. “I’ve worked in 
small communities before, but 
I’ve never lived there. This area is 
so full of the history of early 
Alaska, it will be a wonderful 
challenge to learn it all and help 
solve some of the problems that 
are threatening our historical 
buildings.” 


On March 31, as employees, friends and relatives 
looked on, Director Cy Jamison presented a gold- 
eagle crested plaque to State Director Ed Spang in 
recognition of his 40 years of service to the govern- 
ment. “This is the first 40-year presentation I’ve 
made since I’ve been with the Bureau,” Director 
Jamison said. (Photo by Pam Eldridge) 


The May/June 1992 issue of Progress 
and Perspective: Affirmative Action in 
Surveying and Mapping features an in-depth 
article about women surveyors in Alaska. 
The article spotlights BLM land surveyors 
Mary Hartel, Diane Nelson and Kristine 
Staffeldt. Researched by Cadastral Survey 
branch chief Jerry Pinkerton, the article 
was also featured in the latest quarterly 
issue of Surveying and Land Information 
Systems, along with contributions by Ray 
Thomas and retired DSD for Cadastral 
Survey Bob Arndorfer. 

For the second year, Alyeska Pipeline 
Service Company President Jim Hermiller 
presented State Director Ed Spang a 
$10,000 donation to benefit the Resource 


Workwise or Otherwise 


Apprenticeship Program for Students (RAPS). 
The donation will support student stipends and 
transportation. Alyeska also agreed to employ a 
RAPS student for the summer. 

Kristine Staffeldt of Cadastral Survey won first 
place in the Plat of the Year competition at the 1992 
Surveying and Mapping Conference. Staffeldt, a 
land surveyor, is now eligible to compete in the 
national competition in New Orleans. 

Holli McClain, outdoor recreation 
planner for BLM’s Tok Field Office, 
gave a slide presentation on BLM 
volunteer opportunities in the 
Fortymile National Wild and Scenic 
River area at a Boy Scouts of America Scoutmasters 
Round Table meeting in Anchorage April 7. Nine- 
teen boy scouts completed 140 volunteer hours on 
the river in 1991. McClain coordinated their efforts, 
which helped the scouts to earn several merit 
badges. An increased number of Boy Scout projects 
are planned for summer 1992. 


ve 


BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 


Left to right: Herb Brownell of Kobuk District, Director Cu Jamison, 
Bob Barnes, also of Kobuk, and State Director Ed Spang. (Photo by 
Sharon Durgan Wilson) 


During a recent trip to Alaska, Director Jamison awarded a 
plaque of appreciation to BLM Alaska and the Kobuk 
District for sponsoring a field trip to the Seward Peninsula 
for the Times-Mirror Conservation Council in August 1991. 
Kobuk District Manager Helen Hankins, Nome Field Office 
manager Norm Messenger, and other Kobuk staff did a 
superb job of acquainting the Council with the diversity 
and scope of natural resources under BLM management in 
northern Alaska. 


pplause 


No awards listing received this 
month. 


Welcome Aboard 
(April 1992) 


Richard C. Fort, Forestry 
Technician (Smokejumper), 
Alaska Fire Service 

Barbara E. Gaston, Maintenance 
Support Assistant, Division of 
Support Services 

James D. Herriges, Jr., Wildlife 
Biologist, Division of Lands and 
Renewable Resources 

Kimberlee D. Honsowetz, 
Supply Clerk, Division of 
Support Services 

John T. McColgan, Jr., Forestry 
Technician (Smokejumper), 
Alaska Fire Service 

Peter A. Pineault, Maintenance 
Mechanic, Division of Support 
Services 

Sharon G. Prien, Library 
Technician, Division of Support 
Services 

Lynn Standley, Accounting 
Technician, Alaska Fire Service 

Lori Davis, Secretary (OA), 
Division of Mineral Resources 

Rhonda Reynolds, Land Law 
Assistant (OA), Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Gary Cunningham, Land Law 
Examiner, Division of 
Conveyance Management 


Moving On 
(April 1992) 


William E. Hubble, Cartographic 
Technician, Division of Support 
Services 

Steven M. McGee, Forestry 
Technician, Alaska Fire Service 

William Fowler, Biologist, 
Division of Mineral Resources 

Donald Mulder, Land Law 
Examiner, Division of 
Conveyance Management 


In April 
Associate State 
Director Bill 
Calkins made 
two 30-year 
presentations to 
Alaska BLMers. 
Jim Murray 
(top), Fairbanks 
Support Center 
manager, and 
Jim Andrews 
(right), chief of 
Engineering 
Services, each 
received a 
plaque and pin 
commemorating 
30 years of 
service to the federal government. (Photos by Teresa McPherson) 


Sharing Our Expertise— Geologist Greg Balen of Mapping Sciences 
conducts a presentation for a physical geography class from Matanuska- 
Susitna College. Balen explained how BLM uses aerial photography to 
delineate meander lines for survey plats. Each semester geography 
instructor Pat Jouppi of Mat-Su College incorporates the BLM Mapping 
Sciences presentation into her curriculum. (Photo by Teresa McPherson) 


BLM 


Alaska | Where Are They Now’? 
Retirees 


When land 
law examiner 
Helen Burleson 
retired from 
BLM in 1987, 
she looked for- 
ward to long 
relaxing days 
spent reading 
or “just catch- 


= ae 
rest!” =A 

As a mother L/ 
of two and 
grandmother of 
ten, Burleson 
doesn’t get to On the Cover: 
keep her feet Former VISTA volunteer John 
up for long. Manning, now with Support 
She recently Services, and Kobuk District 
visited the ranger Mike Billbe greet two 
State Office to aeaveanie ahaa young visitors to the 1992 Great 
say hello to old Helen Burleson Alaska Sportsman Show. BLM 
(iene cot Retired Land Law Examiner shared a large booth at the event 

Division of Conveyance Management with three other federal land 

workers, and to i managers. In celebration of this 
do some research for her granddaughter’s class assignment. year’s 50th anniversary of the 

“My granddaughter lives in Mexico with her family,” explained Alaska Highway, the display 
Burleson. “She’s a senior now in the Alaska Department of Education focused on recreational 
correspondence program. I’m helping her with a civics assignment on opportunities easily reached by 
how the federal and state government cooperate to manage Alaska’s Alaska’s highways. Over 22,000 
natural resources. So I came to BLM to do some research for her. people attended the weekend 
And I also enjoyed the chance to catch up with old friends!” event in late March. 


(Photo by Ed Bovy) 
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